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Connecting Through Song
Zoom Concert for Mozambique, 7:00 pm on Saturday June 27
The Gettin’ Higher Choir & Wavelengths Community Choir present their annual concert
for Mozambique, featuring guests Joe Jencks, Ann Mortifee, and Shari Ulrich. The
choirs will present songs ranging from neo-folk to Canadian classic rock, from Ukraine
to Africa. GHC co-directors Dick Jackson and Cathy Baker, and Wavelengths director
Denis Donnelly, organized the concert to continue over 20 years of fundraising for
Mozambique. To attend the concert, click this link to register, make sure you have
Zoom installed on your device, and follow instructions to be emailed on concert day.
Instead of buying tickets, please make a donation to The Caia Connection. If you go
through Canada Helps, every dollar raised in June can help us win a $20,000 bonus !

Message From Siobhan Robinsong

Sweet soul sisters: Perpetua and Siobhan in Kapasseni in 2011.

Greetings from Perpetua Alfazema

Greetings from my family, Kapasseni village, the scholarship
students, Kuwangisana staff, and our clients. I would like to
thank my sweet soul sister Siobhan Robinsong for her many
years leading The Caia Connection. In 1999 we helped build
a school in Kapasseni and now those first students have
been able to go to high school and college and get jobs.
Siobhan has had such a strong vision for our work, and a
wonderful way of getting people on board with her love and
enthusiasm. And I want to welcome Sarah Petrescu as the
new board president. When I met Sarah in Mozambique in
2008 her warm smile really brightened people’s hearts and
helped them cope during a very tough time. We are also
having challenges this year with crop failures and the COVID
lockdown. Children are not being fed the two meals they
would have received at school. We are helping by providing
families with food, supplies and masks. Thanks for your
continued support and care for the people in Mozambique.
Ann Mortifee is our very special long-time
supporter. In 1999 Ann headlined our
concert to fund the first school to be built
in Kapasseni. She returned to support us
in 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2016 and
2018 – so this year’s fundraiser marks her
eighth appearance as our guest. Born on
a farm in Zululand, South Africa, Ann has
written, “There are so many of us who feel
a deep sense of joy and fulfillment to
know that our efforts together are bearing
such wonderful fruit, in a small village
tucked away in Mozambique.”

I am very pleased to announce that Sarah Petrescu has been
elected as the new president of The Caia Connection board.
Sarah has been a board member for the past three years.
Her connection with us goes way back to 2009. As a young
journalist with the Times Colonist newspaper she spent two
weeks in Kapasseni village learning upfront how the work of
Joseph and Perpetua Alfazema, with help from friends in
Canada, was transforming this small village, and especially the
lives of young girls and boys so eager for education. After 11
years as president of this wonderful organization, I’m delighted
to pass the torch to Sarah. I will remain as a board member,
happy to continue serving in any way I can. It has been such a
pleasure to be part of this dedicated and caring group, working
so well in partnership with our friends in Mozambique.

Sarah Petrescu, New Board President
For more than a decade, since I set foot on the rusty flooded
soil of Mozambique and witnessed the awe-inspiring work of
the Kapasseni Project, I have carried the words and passion
of two incredible women leaders with me for inspiration and
grit. Perpetua Alfazema and Siobhan Robinsong are pillars of
The Caia Connection, fated to join forces and bring communities from opposite sides of the world together in song and
support. I met both while reporting on the Kapasseni Project
for the Times Colonist in 2008, on a fellowship for young
journalists to “see the world through new eyes”. I saw the
disparities and diversity of two different parts of the world, but
also the symmetry and connections of communities reaching
out to each other and to neighbours to make the world better,
especially for future generations. In the years since, I have
followed The Caia Connection through friendships, through
the Gettin’ Higher Choir & Wavelengths, and more recently,
as a board member. I am honoured to be part of The Caia
Connection story and to help our community continue to
support our friends, our family, in Mozambique. Thank you to
Siobhan for your leadership and many years as president.
I look forward to having you and Perpetua as mentors and
advisors. Thanks also to fellow board members Carol Kerr,
Jo Volek, Ian McLachlan, and Blaise Salmon. Most of all,
thanks to our truly amazing team in Mozambique – Gabriel
Miandica, Job Saeni, Mighty Miandica, and so many others.

The Caia District education director and the district building and infrastructure engineer have inspected new the Distance Learning Centre.

Jim Hackler Made A Difference

It is with sadness that we report the passing of Jim Hackler,
who sang in the Gettin’ Higher Choir tenor section for many
years. Jim and his wife Bunny were generous supporters
of The Caia Connection.
A retired professor of Sociology, Jim had expert knowledge
about performance measurement and the impact of overseas charitable organizations. He told us that the evidence
clearly shows that three things are essential: experienced
local staff, smaller organizations staffed primarily with local
women who know the local situation and use money wisely,
and, most importantly, that one of the best things that can
be done to benefit a community is to educate young women
and girls. Jim saw that the work we support in Mozambique
has every one of these characteristics, and for this reason
he selected The Caia Connection as one of the charities to
which he provided donations as, with generosity and foresight, he planned for his final years. With Jim and Bunny’s
support we have been able to provide educational and life
opportunities to many young girls and women in Kapasseni
and Sena over the past six years. Funds donated by the
Hacklers helped numerous young women attend high
school, college and nursing school, and helped buy crucial
supplies for the community. We acknowledge with great
appreciation Jim and Bunny’s vision for the betterment of
young women and the communities they live in.

GHC tenor Jim Hackler (left) was strongly committed to helping
girls in Kapasseni and Sena to advance their education.

New Distance Learning Centre Is Built !

The Denis Donnelly & Siobhan Robinsong Distance Learning
Centre, shown above, is almost complete ! The Ministry of
Education has conducted a site visit and will provide the
teachers and materials. There are 35 students in Grades 9
and 10, and enrollment is beginning for 20 Grade 8 students.
The Caia Connection is working closely with the Kapasseni
community and the Ministry on the equipment and supplies
needed. We are hoping the Canadian High Commission in
Maputo may provide desks and computers. Kapasseni
families pushed hard for this new school, so that their children
would no longer have to go away to boarding school.

Maezinha Jose graduated from the high school in Muracca, and is
now a second year nursing student. She is expected to graduate this
year, and is looking forward to a community placement.

Water Security – We’re Almost There!

The drought-prone Kapasseni community has undertaken a
major water security project with the assistance of The Caia
Connection. Groundwater quality was deteriorating over
time and became so salty that it could only be used for
cooking. To provide clean drinking water to the village, a
a much deeper well has been dug and a water storage tank
and solar powered purification equipment have been put in
place. Gabriel Miandica, Kuwangisana Director, is working
with the contracted engineer and the local government to
ensure the project is completed soon. This is essential to the
schools, the health centre, and community development.

During the COVID-19 lockdown and school closures, Kuwangisana
has been distributing food and supplies to local families. The masks
were made in Sena at the Gloria Hansen Sewing Centre, which
was inspired by the former GHC tenor, lifelong seamstress, and
long-standing board member of The Caia Connection.

COVID Lockdown In Kapasseni

An emergency declaration has been issued in Caia District.
Kuwangisana has joined with the local government and
other community-based organizations to fight the pandemic
with programs to promote hand washing, respiratory
etiquette, quarantine, and physical distancing. During the
closures, food has been a big concern, especially because
children used to receive meals at school, and for some these
may have been their only meals of the day. Kuwangisana is
helping by providing families with kits that include a bar of
soap, 1 kilo of salt, 1 kilo of sugar, 1 litre of cooking oil, and
2 kilos of beans. The intention is to reduce the number of
children wandering the streets looking for food, which is a
major challenge for many families. In addition, home
schooling is being supported with training and materials.

Post-Secondary Scholarship Students

Job Saeni with the inspection team from the Caia District office,
at the site of the tank that will store water from the new deep
well that will provide Kapasseni with clean drinking water.

About The Caia Connection – We fundraise to support the
non-profit Kuwangisana Organization in the Caia District of
Sofala Province in Mozambique. Kuwangisana was founded
in 2006 by Perpetua Alfazema and means “For the better
health and wellbeing of all”. Kuwangisana programs support
and empower people in rural Mozambique to obtain education, health services, and human rights. For background on
these projects, see two great films on YouTube: Journey
to Kapasseni, and Return to Kapasseni (click to play).

We are very proud of the post secondary graduates
supported through our scholarships. Five students
received nursing and pharmacy diplomas in December,
and three others have just graduated. Ardicha Antonio
received the highest marks in the whole nursing program
of over 500 students, and is now working as a clinical
technician in Biera. Mateus Fransisco Franque has been
working as a nurse in Marromeu. Regina Antonio is
volunteering at the Kapasseni Health Centre while she
waits for her job placement. This year there are three girls
and three boys from Kapasseni in post-secondary
education. Some of scholarship graduate students are on
the forefront in the fight against COVID-19 in Beira.
Thanks to our wonderful choir supporters! The Gettin’
Higher Choir concert last June raised $4,514, and GHC
choir members also took up a collection among themselves
and donated a further $3,069. Two concerts by Wavelengths
Community Choir, as well as donations by choir members,
raised $9,274. And Letz Sing, in the Comox Valley, donated
$4,384. These donations supported scholarships and construction of the new Distance Learning Centre in Kapasseni.

Calling for Volunteers

If you would like to help us, please consider these two positions.
• Treasurer’s Assistant: We are looking for a volunteer who
can help with some of the treasurer’s duties as well as be a
choir liaison prior to the annual fundraising concerts. This
would allow Carol Kerr to focus more on working with
Perpetua to support the teams in Mozambique.
• Website Helper: If you or someone you know has skills to
help maintain and update our website, please get in touch !
Working with The Caia Connection is inspiring, heart-warming,
and does not require much time! We are all volunteers, and
100 percent of the proceeds from our concerts, as well as
all donations, go to help our friends in Mozambique.

Our Funding Needs In 2020
The priority areas for this year are COVID-19 emergency
response, education, and community development.
COVID-19 Response – Food kits for families whose children
were fed at school before they closed; masks; and training.
On Siobhan’s 2016 visit to Mozambique she was inspired to
see the difference Kuwangisana is making in the lives of many
young women by encouraging them to pursue their education.

Scholarships – We provide scholarships averaging $2,500
for Kapasseni students in post-secondary education in Beira.
This helps with tuition, books, room & board, travel, supplies,
and a small amount for the house mother and security.
In addition we also support Kapasseni students who go to
Murraca for high school. $350 pays for a year at Murraca.

Projected Funds ($ Canadian)

Denis Donnelly and Siobhan Robinsong Distance
Learning Centre – This is Kapasseni’s first high school.
Funds are needed for desks and computers.

Donations
Joseph Alfazema Memorial Fund
2020 choir concert

Joseph Alfazema Memorial Fund – Donations can be
made in memory of Joseph, which will be used to build more
classrooms for the Seven Mountains school for orphans and
vulnerable children in Sena.

Projected Expenditures ($ Canadian)

2020 Budget

COVID-19 emergency relief
Seven Mountains School classrooms
Seven Mountains School library
Kapasseni Distance Learning Centre
Scholarships
Moringa tree project
Traditional Music Program

$ 40,000
15,000
10,000
Total $ 65,000

$ 10,500
20,000
2,000
6,050
15,150
10,000
2,000
Total $ 65,700

Notes:
(1) If more funds are received we will be able to increase our funding
for several of these goals.
(2) The Caia Connection is run entirely by volunteers.

Donations and Contact
We are a registered charity and Canadian tax receipts
are available. There are three ways to donate:
1. Cheques payable to The Caia Connection, sent to:
560 Boblaw Place, Victoria, B.C., Canada V9C 3Z1
Tax receipts will be mailed to you.
2. Donations of stocks. To discuss, please contact
our board member Blaise Salmon at:
bsalmon@shaw.ca

Sarah Petrescu, the new president of The Caia Connection’s board,
spent two weeks in Mozambique in 2008 reporting for Victoria’s
Times Colonist newspaper. Her journey to Kapasseni involved five
flights, serious floods, a muddy potholed road in the back of a pick-up
truck, and then six hours over trails on the rack of this bicycle. Sarah’s
stories in the Times Colonist raised awareness and support for the
work of Joseph and Perpetua Alfazema in Mozambique.

3. To donate online, go to Canada Helps or our website
www.caiaconnection.org
For more info, contact Carol Kerr at (250) 478-9296,
Sarah Petrescu at (250) 813-0469, or email us at:
caiaconnection@gmail.com or
kuwangisanaproject@gmail.com
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